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Message from the Superintendent of Schools 
  

  In order to improve educational standards, New York State has implemented 

the Regents Reform Agenda, which includes the adoption of the national Common 
Core State Standards.  The Standards were developed in collaboration with teachers, 
school administrators, and curriculum experts to provide a clear and consistent frame-

work to prepare children for college and the work force.  The Standards provide 
teachers and parents with a common understanding of what students are expected to 
learn and provide appropriate benchmarks for all students, regardless of where they 

live.   This elementary report card has been aligned to the Common Core State Stand-
ards and reflects grade level expectations to place students on the learning path for 
success in secondary school and beyond.   

 
 We strongly believe that your active participation in your child’s education is an 
essential element to ensuring his/her academic success and social and emotional de-

velopment. By working together with your child’s teachers and school principal you 
will assist us in helping your son or daughter to realize their potential. 
 

  To assist you in this endeavor, we have created this guide to fully explain our 
elementary school report card. The school report card is designed to inform you of 

your child’s progress in the most effective manner.  The guide is intended to familiar-
ize you with the content and purpose of the trimester reporting.  As you will see, the 
format and content of the report cards at each level, as well as the frequency of re-

porting, reflects our commitment to helping our students reach their fullest potential.  
It provides parents with comprehensive information regarding your child’s perfor-
mance and progress in all subject areas.  This format allows teachers to provide you 

with detailed information so that you can see your child’s progress and performance 
for each objective within each subject area. 
 

  The thirteen week trimester format provides an appropriate period of time for 
students to demonstrate growth within each learning objective prior to the first 
parent/teacher conference. The grading system is aligned with state and national 

measures of proficiency. By utilizing performance levels consistent with the state 
measures on the assessments for grade 3-8 you will have a better understanding of 
how your child is meeting state and district standards. 

 
  We hope that you find this guide to the standards based report card informa-
tive and useful. If you should have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 

to contact your child’s teacher or principal. On behalf of the Board of Education, the 
faculty and staff of Hicksville Public Schools, I extend my best wishes to you and your 
child for a most successful school year. 

 
        Sincerely, 
 
          

 

       Maureen K. Bright 
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This standards based elementary 

report card is designed to fully com-
municate what students are expected 

to know and be able to do as set forth 
in the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts/Literacy in 

the Content Areas and Mathematics, 
as well as content area Learning 

Standards established by the New York 
State Education Department.  It repre-
sents the rigor required to build a 

strong foundation for college and ca-
reer readiness.  Students are expected 

to meet each year’s grade specific 
standards and retain or further devel-
op skills and understandings mastered 

in preceding grades.  It  provides par-
ents with a detailed outline of the 

grade level expectations in each of the 
major academic areas (English Lan-

guage Arts, Math, Science and Social 
Studies) as well as Art, Music, Health, 
Physical Education, Library, and Social 

Development and Work Habits. 
 

Educators at Hicksville Public 
Schools can increasingly take proac-
tive steps to support student learning 

because our standardized report card 
provides detailed and specific infor-

mation about individual student per-
formance measures aligned to the 
Common Core.  Since student perfor-

mance is measured against a stand-
ardized set of learning objectives, 

teachers and administrators are able 
to target instruction to meet a stu-
dent’s individual needs.  Proactive 

steps to support student learning are 
taken and include timely parent-

teacher communication.   
  

 

Progressive interventions may include 

monitoring completion of class work 
and homework assignments or regular 

attendance in extra-help sessions.  
When greater levels of intervention 
require additional support services, 

such as AIS or remedial reading, an 
individual standards based progress 

report from the teacher is included 
with the report card.   
 

The K-5 report card is issued three 
times a year, approximately every 13 

weeks.  It includes specific items re-
lated to the knowledge and skills stu-
dents should attain by the end of the 

year and uses four numbers, 1 
through 4, to reflect your child’s pro-

gress toward meeting each standard.  
These numbers are aligned with the 

State performance levels indicating 
how a student is meeting the learning 
standards.  Each content area of the 

report card includes marks to reflect 
your child’s efforts toward meeting 

specific standards.  A more detailed 
explanation of each performance level 
is found in the section titled Perfor-

mance Indicators. 
 

This report card benefits students, 
teachers and parents/guardians.  It 
allows students to be aware of what is 

expected of them, gives teachers 
across the district a consistent under-

standing of what each child should 
know and be able to do at each grade 
level, and it communicates to parents, 

in a common language, student pro-
gress toward meeting the Standards. 

 
 
 

The Format 
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How was the Report Card developed? 

In January 2012, a committee 

was formed to revise the standards 
based elementary report card for 

alignment with Common Core State 
Standards and classroom instruction.   
The committee met regularly and 

worked in grade level teams to ana-
lyze the Common Core State Stand-

ards and make recommendations for 
performance indicators to be includ-
ed on the report card that accurately 

reflect grade level expectations.   
Recommendations were present-

ed to Curriculum Supervisors and the 
Curriculum Council.  In June 2012, 
the elementary report card was pre-

sented to the Board of Education for 
approval for the 2012-2013 school 

year.   

The State of New York requires all 

students to receive instruction in and 
master the standards for each grade 

level.  This standards based report card 
informs parents about what their chil-
dren know, what they are able to do, 

and what they need to learn in relation 
to the content area learning standards 

and Common Core State Standards for 
English Language Arts/Literacy and 
Mathematics.   

All students in grades 3-8 are as-
sessed annually with the New York 

State Testing Program.  This report 
card is another tool for reporting stu-
dent progress that is aligned with our 

standards based system. 

 
What does the report card mean for students 
with disabilities? 

The school report card provides 

parents with information about their 
child’s progress towards meeting 

the Common Core State Standards 
and New York State learning stand-
ards.  No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

and the Individual with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) are federal 

laws that require each state, school 
district and school to ensure all stu-
dents receive instruction aligned 

with grade-level standards.  
For students with disabilities, the 

report card isn’t the only means for 
measuring your child’s progress.  
You will also receive an Individual-

ized Education Program (IEP) Progress 

Report.   
This report is specifically related to 

your child’s IEP Goals. Please utilize this 
report with other school reports to help 
you evaluate your child’s overall 

achievement in   relation to classmates 
and educational curriculum. 

If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact your child’s 
teacher or special education teacher di-

rectly.  
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Meeting Learning Standards with Distinction 
 Student performance demonstrates a thorough understanding of the knowledge and 

skills expected at this grade level 

 Student demonstrates a deeper understanding of grade level standards 

 Student independently exceeds grade level standards   

4 

Meets Learning Standards 
 Student performance demonstrates an understanding of the knowledge and skills 

expected at this grade level 

 Student demonstrates consistent application of skills 

 Student independently applies grade level standards   

3 

Partially Meeting Learning Standards   
 Student performance demonstrates a partial understanding of the knowledge and 

skills expected at this grade level 

 Student is progressing in understanding, however, the skills are not yet mastered 

 Student needs assistance to use grade level standards   

2 

Not Meeting Learning Standards   
 Student performance does not demonstrate an understanding of the knowledge or 

skills expected at this grade level 

 Student is working below grade level expectations 

 Student needs continued support; struggles even with assistance 

 Student needs intervention  

1 

Performance Indicators 

3 

X 
 This mark indicates that the specific standard is not applicable as the standard is 

not addressed during this term.  You should expect to see several Xs used in the 

first trimester, especially during the earlier grades.  This is because the entire cur-

riculum can not be taught at once.  While some learning standards will be ad-

dressed throughout the entire year, others will be phased in as the school year pro-

gresses. 



 

 

All New York State students must perform at 

higher levels of academic achievement than ever 
in our history in order to attain and maintain em-

ployment in a global economy and information-
based workforce.  The same behaviors that sup-
port academic progress also lead to success in the 

workplace.  This portion of the report card was de-
veloped from the New York State learning stand-

ards known as The Career Development and Occu-
pational Studies (CDOS) learning standards.  
These learning standards provide a foundation up-

on which Hicksville Public School strives to expand 
the educational capacity of learners to achieve 

high academic standards and future work readi-
ness skills. 

 

The CDOS learning standards, while they apply 
to all students, are not directed toward a specific 

subject area. Many of the standards, performance 
indicators, and performance tasks identified in 

CDOS cut across all disciplines and are embedded 
into the learning standards for all other disciplines. 
The structure of the CDOS learning standards pro-

vides for a continuum of instruction that will allow 
maximum flexibility in planning the educational 

goals for each individual student. CDOS lays out 
the foundation for a system that will deliver inte-
grated learning, and basic life and work skills to all 

students.  This foundation is built upon when your 
child progresses through middle school and high 

school, in preparation for career planning.  The 
CDOS learning standards also provide a foundation 
for instruction to all students that focuses on spe-

cific knowledge and skills that lead to success for 
continued study in a postsecondary program 

and/or direct employment.  The CDOS standards 
for each grade level are listed on the following 
pages. 

Development of Learner Behaviors that Support 
Academic Progress: 
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 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner    

 Works independently 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Receptive to suggestions for improvement 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Organizes work space and materials 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of work 

 Approaches learning experiences prepared  

      with necessary materials 

 Completes homework assignments 

Kindergarten 

 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner 

 Works independently 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control throughout the school                                   

      environment 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of work 

 Completes homework assignments 

First Grade 
 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner 

 Works independently 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Accepts suggestions for improvement 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Organizes work space and materials 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of work 

 Approaches learning experiences prepared  

      with necessary materials 

 Completes homework assignments 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner 

 Works independently with accuracy 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Accepts suggestions for improvement 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Organizes work space and materials 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of work 

 Asks for help when needed 

 Approaches learning experiences prepared 

      with necessary materials   

 Completes homework assignments 
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Fourth Grade 

 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner 

 Works independently 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Organizes work space and materials 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of  

      his/her work  

 Approaches learning experiences prepared  

      with necessary materials 

 Completes homework assignments 

Fifth Grade 

 Respects the rights and feelings of others 

 Completes work in a timely manner 

 Works independently 

 Works cooperatively in a group 

 Exhibits self-control 

 Interacts appropriately in social situations 

 Accepts suggestions for improvement 

 Listens attentively and follows directions 

 Organizes work space and materials 

 Demonstrates pride in the quality of work 

 Approaches learning experiences prepared  

      with necessary materials 

 Completes homework assignments 
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The Common Core State Standards 
 

The Common Core State Standards aim to provide a consistent and clear under-

standing of what students are expected to learn.  Aligning our report cards to the 
Common Core State Standards enables teachers to provide specific feedback 

about a child’s progress as he/she works to reach proficiency in meeting grade lev-
el expectations and ensures consistency of expectations and assessment across 
classrooms and school buildings.   
 

The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 
& Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical 
Subjects 
 

Aligned with the Common Core State Standards, the report card indicators repre-
sent the rigor required to build a foundation for college and career readiness.  
Through an integrated model of literacy, the Common Core State Standards recog-

nize that literacy skills do not stand alone and must be embedded into content ar-
ea instruction.  The K–5 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 

& Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects include ex-
pectations for reading, writing, speak-
ing, listening, and language applicable 

to a range of subjects, including but 
not limited to ELA.  The motivation be-

hind the interdisciplinary approach to 
literacy is based on extensive research 
establishing the need for college and 

career ready students to be proficient 
in reading complex informational text 

independently in a variety of content 
areas.   Most of the required reading 
in college and workforce training pro-

grams is informational in structure 
and challenging in content.    

 
Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade 
specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mas-

tered in preceding grades.  Indicators were included in the English Language Arts 
section of the report card to address the assessment of students’ ability to read, 

understand, and write informational text, separate indicators were included in the 
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies sections to identify indicators as they 
pertain specifically to those content areas.  Students who meet the Standards ac-

tively participate in close, attentive reading that is at the heart of understanding 
and enjoying complex works of literature.  They read critically as they search 

through the vast amounts of information available in print and digitally.  They 
build knowledge and broaden their views as they read literary and informational 

text.  They use test-based evidence to reason and support opinions when speaking 
and writing.   
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The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 
 
The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics define what students should 

understand and be able to do in their study of mathematics.  The Standards de-
scribe varieties of expertise that mathematics educators at all levels should seek 
to develop in their students. These practices rest on important “processes and pro-

ficiencies” with longstanding importance in mathematics education.  
 

The first of these are the process standards of problem solving, reasoning and 
proof, communication, representation, and connections.  Problem solving requires 
that students begin by explaining to themselves the meaning of a problem and 

looking for starting points to its solution. They plan a solution pathway, monitor 
and evaluate their progress and take alternative routes if necessary.  Mathemati-

cally proficient students check their answers to problems using a different method, 
and they continually ask themselves, “Does this make sense?”  The Standards re-
quire students to reason abstractly and quantitatively and make sense of quanti-

ties and their relationships in problem situations.  They attend to the meaning of 
quantities, not just how to compute them, and confidently use different properties 

of operations and objects.  The Common Core Standards for mathematics requires 
students to construct viable arguments and justify their conclusions.  Mathemati-
cally proficient students can apply the mathematics they know to solve problems 

arising in everyday life, society, and the workplace.  Students use appropriate 
mathematical tools strategically and attend to precision.  Mathematically proficient 

students look closely to discern a pattern or structure and notice if calculations are 
repeated, looking for both general methods and shortcuts.  
 

The Standards put a strong emphasis on mathematical fluency.  Students are ex-
pected to have speed and accuracy with simple calculations.  Learning is connect-

ed within and across grades so that students can build new understanding onto 
foundations built in previous years.   
  

New York State Learning Standards 
 

In addition to the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts that 
are interwoven throughout the content area curriculum, and the Common Core 
State Standards for Mathematics, New York State outlines content specific learning 

standards for Science, Social Studies, Health, Physical Education, Languages Other 
Than English (LOTE), and The Arts.   

 
It is our hope that by providing you with detailed information regarding what your 

child is expected to know, understand and be able to do, that you and your child’s 
teacher can better work together to assure your child’s success.   
 

To find out more about the Common Core State Standards and content specific 
New York State Learning Standards please visit the New York State Department of 

Education website at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/standards.html.   To read 
more about the Common Core State Standards and to find parent and family re-
sources please visit http://engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources.   
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English Language Arts  
 

In the area of English Language Arts, six subheadings align to the literacy 
strands of the Common Core State Standards.  The rigor required for students to 
meet the demands of the Common Core is reflected in the performance indica-
tors which communicate students’ progress toward meeting those standards.    
 

Your child’s teacher will use many methods to evaluate progress. These methods 
include formal and informal assessments, classroom observations, homework, 

class work and class participation.  This careful attention to specific areas of 
achievement will also allow us to better determine instructional strategies that 
can improve your child’s success in meeting the New York State Standards in 
English Language Arts.  The Standards for English Language Arts are divided into 
6 learning categories with each described below.  
 

Foundational Skills 
 

The Standards for foundational skills are designed to develop proficient readers 
and are included in the elementary report card aligned to the appropriate to grade level.  They are directed to-
ward fostering students’ understanding of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic conven-
tions of the English writing system. They are important components of a comprehensive reading program de-
signed to develop proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types and disci-
plines.   
 
 

Reading Literature & Informational Text 
 

The Common Core State Standards emphasize a balance between reading informational and literary text intend-
ed to prepare our students for the demands and the reality of college and career expectations for reading.  
Reading Literature and Reading Informational Text are separated into two categories with specific performance 
indicators to address the distinct characteristics of each text type.  The standards for both reading literature and 
reading informational text provide a focus for instruction each year with students gaining adequate exposure to 
a range of high-quality, increasingly challenging literary and informational texts and tasks. Through extensive 
reading of quality literature from a variety of genres: stories, dramas, poems, and myths from diverse cultures 
and different time periods, students gain literary and cultural knowledge, familiarity with various text structures 
and elements. By reading texts in history/social studies, science, and other disciplines, students build a founda-
tion of knowledge in these fields that gives them the background to be better readers in all content areas.  Stu-
dents also acquire the habits of reading independently and closely, which are essential to their future success. 
 

 

Writing 
 

Each year in their writing, students demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from 
vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they address increasingly demanding 
content and sources.  To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students learn to use writing as a 
way of offering and supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and 
conveying real and imagined experiences and events. They learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is 
to communicate clearly and they begin to adapt the form and content of their writing to accomplish a particular 
task and purpose. They build knowledge on a subject through research projects and learn to respond analytical-
ly to literary and informational sources. To meet these goals, students devote significant time and effort to writ-
ing, producing numerous pieces over short and extended time frames throughout the year.   
 

 

Speaking and Listening  
 

Students have opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole class, 
in small groups, and with a partner. Being productive members of these conversations requires that students 
contribute accurate and relevant information; respond to and develop what others have said; make compari-

sons and contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in 
various domains.   
 
 

Language 
 

Separate Language indicators assess students’ abilities to demonstrate 
control over the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and 
mechanics, and ways to use language to convey meaning effectively.  
These skills are observable through reading, writing, listening and 
speaking activities.  Students demonstrate ability to determine or clari-
fy the meaning of grade-appropriate words encountered through listen-
ing, reading, and media use and expand their vocabulary through the 
study of content.  
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Kindergarten 
 

Foundational Skills 

 Demonstrates understanding of 

print concepts 

 Recognizes and names upper case 

and lower case letters 

 Demonstrates understanding of spo-

ken words, syllables and sounds 

 Applies grade level phonics and 

word attack skills 

 Reads grade level sight words 

Reading Literature 

 Asks and answers questions about 

key details and unknown words 

 Retells familiar stories using key de-

tails 

 Actively engages in group reading 

activities with purpose and under-

standing 

Reading Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions about 

main idea, key details and unknown 

words 

 Describes the relationship between 

the illustrations and the text 

 Compares and contrasts two texts 

on the same topic 

Writing 

 Demonstrates the ability to draw, 

dictate and write about a topic 

 Responds to suggestions to add de-

tails to strengthen writing 

 Recalls information from experience 

or gathers information to answer a 

question 

Speaking and Listening 

 Participates in conversations asking 

questions to seek information or 

clarify understanding 

 Describes familiar people, places, 

things and events 

Language 

 Uses standard English grammar 

when writing or speaking 

 Prints upper and lower case letters 

 Uses standard English capitalization, 

punctuation and spelling when writ-

ing 

First Grade 
 

Foundational Skills 

 Applies phonics and word analysis 

skills to decode words and text 

 Demonstrates understanding of spo-

ken words, syllables and sounds 

 Reads grade level sight words 

 Reads grade level text orally with ac-

curacy, fluency and expression 

Reading Literature 

 Asks and answers questions about key 

details and unknown words 

 Retells stories including key details 

and demonstrates understanding of 

central message 

 Identifies words and phrases in stories 

and poems that appeal to the senses 

Reading Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions about 

main idea, key details and unknown 

words 

 Uses illustrations and details to de-

scribe key ideas 

 Uses text features to locate facts or 

information in a text 

 Describes similarities and differences 

between two texts on the same topic 
    
   Continued on next page... 
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Second Grade 
 

Foundational Skills   

 Applies phonics and word analysis skills 

to decode words 

 Reads text orally with accuracy, fluency 

and expression and self corrects using 

cues  

 Uses context and rereads to self-correct 

as necessary 

Reading Literature 

 Asks and answers questions about key 

details and unknown words 

 Recounts stories from diverse cultures 

and determines the central message 

 Analyzes characters by describing their 

point of view, response to challenges, 

and intent  

 Compares and contrasts two or more 

versions of the same story 

Reading Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions about main 

idea, key details and content vocabu-

lary 

Second Grade Continued… 

 

 Describes the author’s purpose using 

supporting details from text and images 

 Compares and contrasts points present-

ed by two texts on the same topic 

Writing 

 Writes focused responses to text based 

questions 

 Writes about a topic, using facts, details, 

and definitions and provides concluding 
statement  

 Focuses on a topic and strengthens 

writing by revising and editing 

 Recalls information from experience or 

text based sources to answer a question 

Speaking and Listening 

 Participate in conversations with diverse 

partners applying appropriate rules for 

discussions 

 Asks and answers questions for clarifi-

cation, comprehension and to deepen 

understanding 

 Tells a story or recounts an experience 

sequentially using appropriate facts and 

details 

 Describes key details from texts read 

aloud or through other media 

Language 

 Uses knowledge of standard English 

grammar and conventions when 

speaking and writing 

 Determines or clarifies the meaning of 

unknown and multi-meaning words 

and phrases 

 Uses standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling when writing 

First Grade Continued… 

 

Writing 

 Writes about a topic using facts and 

supporting details 

 Responds to suggestions to add details 

to strengthen writing 

 Recalls information from experience or 

gathers information to answer a ques-

tion 

Speaking and Listening 

 Participates in conversations asking 

questions to seek information or clarify 

understanding 

 Describes people, places, things and 

events using details 

Language 

 Understands and uses correct grammar 

when writing or speaking 

 Determines or clarifies the meaning of 

unknown and multi-meaning words 

and phrases 

 Uses standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling when writing 

 Uses words and phrases acquired 

through conversations, reading and be-

ing read to 
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Third Grade 

Reading Foundational Skills   

 Applies phonics and word analysis skills 

to decode words and texts   

 Reads texts orally with accuracy, fluency 

and expression 

 Uses context and rereads to confirm or 

self-correct as necessary 

Reading Literature  

 Asks and answers questions to demon-

strate understanding of text, central 
message and point of view  

 Determines the central message through 

key details using text based literature 
and illustrations 

 Describes characters in a story and ex-

plains how their actions contribute to a 
sequence of events 

 Determines the meaning of words and 

phrases and distinguishes between lit-
eral and non-literal language 

 Compares and contrasts themes, set-

tings & plots of stories and determines 
own point of view 

Reading Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions to deter-

mine main idea, key details and con-

tent vocabulary 

 Uses text features to locate information 

and demonstrate understanding 

 Applies phonics and word analysis skills 

 Distinguishes own point of view from 

that of the author of a text 

 Compares and contrasts points pre-

sented in two texts on the same topic 

Writing 

 Writes organized and focused responses 

to text based questions 

 Writes opinion pieces supporting a posi-

tion with reasons 

 Writes informative/explanatory texts and 

research projects to examine a topic and 
convey ideas 

 Writes narratives that include experienc-

es, events and details 

 Develops and strengthens writing using 

the writing process of planning, revising 

and editing  

Speaking and Listening 

 Participates in discussions with diverse 

partners building on the ideas of others 

 Asks and answers questions promoting 

comprehension and offering elaboration 
and detail  

 Tells a story or recounts an experience 

using appropriate language, pacing, and 
audio & visual displays 

Language 

 Utilizes language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading and 
listening 

 Determines or clarifies the meaning of 

unknown and multi-meaning words and 
phrases 

 Acquires and uses domain specific words 

and phrases that signal spatial and tem-
poral relationships 
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Fourth Grade 
 

Reading Foundational Skills   

 Applies phonics and word analysis skills 

to decode words and grade level text 

 Reads texts with accuracy, fluency and 

expression  

 Uses context and rereads to confirm or 

self-correct as necessary 

Reading Literature  

 Refers to details and examples when 

explaining a text, drawing inferences 

and making connections 

 Summarizes a text and determines a 

theme 

 Describes in depth a character, setting, 

or event using specific details in text 

 Compares and contrasts points of view, 

themes, topics, and genre 

Reading Informational Text 

 Refers to details determining main idea 

and drawing inferences 

 Describes overall structure of informa-

tional text  

 Explains how reasons and evidence are 

used to support points in a text 

 Interprets information from two texts on 

the same topic 

Writing 

 Writes organized and focused responses 

to text based questions 

 Writes informative/explanatory texts 

and research projects to examine a topic 

and convey ideas 

 Writes narratives that include experienc-

es, events and details 

 Recalls and gathers information from 

experiences and sources and summariz-
es notes  

 Develops and strengthens writing using 

the writing process of planning, revising 

and editing  

 

Speaking and Listening 

 Participates in discussions with diverse 

partners building on the ideas of others 

 Identifies evidence a speaker provides to 

support particular points  

 Gives organized oral presentations for 

different tasks using digital media to com-
municate meaning 

Language 

 Utilizes language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading and lis-
tening 

 Determines or clarifies the meaning of 

unknown and multi-meaning words and 
phrases 

 Acquires and uses domain specific words 

and phrases that signal contrast, addition, 
and other relationships 
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Fifth Grade 
 

Reading Foundational Skills   

 Applies phonics and word analysis skills 

to decode words and grade level text 

 Reads texts with accuracy, fluency and 

expression and uses rereads to self-
correct as necessary 

 

Reading Literature  

 Asks and answers text-based questions 

using details and accurate quotations 

 Analyzes characters describing actions, 

point of view and intent  

 Compares and contrasts two or more 

characters, settings, events and stories 

 Summarizes text and describes the 

overall structure and author’s point of 
view 

 

Reading Informational Text 

 Asks and answers questions to deter-

mine main idea using details and accu-
rate quotations 

 Uses text features to locate key facts 

and explains how they are used to clari-

fy a text 

 Summarizes a text and explains how 

reasons and evidence are used to sup-

port points in a text 

 Analyzes multiple accounts of the same 

event or topic 
 

Writing 

 Writes organized and focused responses 

to text based questions 

 Writes opinion pieces supporting a posi-

tion with reasons 

 Writes informative/explanatory and re-

search pieces to examine a topic and 
convey ideas 

 Writes narratives that include experienc-

es, events, and details from experiences 

and sources and summarizes notes  

 Recalls and gathers information from 

experiences and sources and summariz-
es notes 

 Develops and strengthens writing using 

the writing process of planning, revising 
and editing  

 

Speaking and Listening 

 Participates in discussions with diverse 

partners building on the ideas of others 

 Summarizes points of a speaker and 

explains evidence to support claims 

 Gives oral presentations for different 

tasks using appropriate English and 
multimedia components 

 

Language 

 Uses knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading or listening  

 Uses digital media to research, answer 

questions, clarify meaning and com-
municate 
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Kindergarten 

In Kindergarten, students will begin to 

develop an understanding of numbers and 

the number system.  The study of Algebra is 

introduced through examination of patterns 

in color, size or shape.  Measurement will be 

introduced.  Students will learn to gather 

and display information through graphs and 

charts. 

The students will also be able to identify 

and compare geometric shapes and analyze 

and critique the answers.  Their knowledge 

of counting will include numbers up to 100 

and the ability to count by ones and tens.  
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 Identifies and writes numbers 

 Counts to tell the number of objects 

 Demonstrates understanding of ordinal 

numbers 

 Compares numbers using greater than, 

less than, or equal to 

 Understands addition as putting together 

and adding to 

 Understands subtraction as taking apart 

and taking from 

 Composes and decomposes numbers into 

tens and ones 

 Measures and compares objects 

 Sorts objects and counts the number in 

each category 

 Identifies, describes, and compares 

shapes 

 Creates and composes shapes 

 Explains mathematical procedures and 

reasoning both verbally and in writing 

Report card indicators for mathematics reflect the Common Core State Standards for Mathemat-
ics and the eight standards for mathematical practice outlined in the Common Core Standards 
which include students’ ability to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, reason 
abstractly and quantitatively, construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, 

model with mathematics, use appropriate tools strategically, attend to precision, look for and 
make use of patterns and structure, and look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.   
 
The report card indicators for each grade level include grade specific standards and the New York 
additions, as appropriate, as well as the six instructional shifts for mathematics that include a 
focus of prioritized concepts aiming to reach deep conceptual understanding and a transfer of 
mathematical skills across grades so that skills build upon previous learning, fluency or demon-

strated speed and accuracy with simple calculations, deep understanding and ability to apply 
mathematical concepts to real world situations.  Students demonstrate ability to speak and write 

about their understanding with a balance between practicing and understanding math concepts. 

Mathematics 



 

 

In second grade, understanding of the 

basic operations of arithmetic and meth-

ods of counting are expanded upon. Stu-

dents learn to count by 5’s, 10’s, and 

100’s.  

 

Students learn how to tell time in more 

precise increments, such as 5 minute 

intervals.  Problem solving techniques 

are studied and students learn to solve 

word problems. 

 

The study of graphs is introduced and 

includes bar graphs and picture graphs. 

The study of geometric shapes continues 

and the properties of the various shapes 

are developed.  

 

  Continued on next page... 

First Grade 
In first grade, students’ understanding of 

the relationships among numbers will be 

expanded and the basic operations of addi-

tion and subtraction are explored.  Problem 

solving techniques are studied and data 

collection, display and analysis continue. 

 

The study of measurement is continued and 

length and distance are explored. Concepts 

of elapsed time and the various denomina-

tions of money are investigated. 

Geometric figures are decomposed and 

composed to form new shapes. 

 Represents and solves addition prob-

lems 

 Represents and solves subtraction 

problems 

 Extends the counting sequence to 120 

 Demonstrates understanding of place 

value of tens and ones 

 Measures and compares lengths 

 Tells and writes time in hours and half-

hours 

 Recognizes coins, their names, and 

their value 

 Organizes, represents and interprets 

data 

 Reasons with two and three dimen-

sional shapes and their attributes 

 Partitions circles/rectangles into two 

and four equal shares using the words 
halves, fourths & quarters 

 Explains mathematical procedures and 

reasoning both verbally and in writing 

Second Grade 
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In third grade, the study of arithmetic 

and students’ understanding of the num-

ber system continues to grow with em-

phasis on fluency of number facts.  The 

number system increases to 1,000 and 

numerical calculations are done.  Frac-

tions are introduced and comparisons are 

investigated. Problem solving techniques 

are further developed.   

 

Measurement skills and the use of meas-

uring tools continue to develop and the 

notion of perimeter and area are intro-

duced.  The concepts of area and volume 

are studied with the appropriate units be-

ing used by the students.  

Third Grade Continued... 

 Represents and solves multiplication and 

division equations within 100 with fluency 

 Uses multiplication and division to solve 

word problems within 100 

 Understands properties of multiplication 

and the relationship between multiplication 

and division 

 Solves two step word problems and identi-

fies and explains patterns 

 Rounds whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 

100 

 Uses place value and properties of opera-

tions to add and subtract within 1000 with 

fluency 

 Represents fractions on a number line 

 Compares two fractions with the same nu-

merator or denominator with explanation 

 Tells, measures and writes time to the 

nearest minute 

 Measures and estimates liquid volumes and 

masses of objects 

 Represents and interprets data using vari-

ous graphs and measurement tools 

 Understands a fraction is part of a whole 

and divided into equal parts 

 Solves problems using area 

 Solves problems using perimeter 

 Understands and identifies attributes of 

various geometric shapes 

 Partitions shapes into parts with equal are-

as and expresses each part as a fraction 

 Explains mathematical procedures and rea-

soning both verbally and in writing 

Third Grade 
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 Represents and solves one and two step 

addition and subtraction word problems 

within 100 

 Adds and subtracts within 20 using 

mental strategies 

 Uses addition to find the total number of 

objects arranged in rectangular arrays 

 Understands place value of hundreds, 

tens, ones and compares two 3 digit 

numbers 

 Skip count by 5s, 10s, 100s up to 1000 

 Uses place value and properties of oper-

ations to add and subtract 

 Measures and estimates length of an 

object using appropriate tools 

 Uses addition and subtraction to solve 

word problems involving lengths by us-

ing drawings, equations, and symbols to 

represent the problem 

 Tells and writes time to the nearest 5 

minutes, using a.m. and p.m. 

 Solves word problems involving money 

using $ and ¢ symbols 

 Represents and interprets data using 

picture graph, bar graph and measure-

ment tools 

 Recognizes and draws shapes having 

specific attributes (angles, faces) 

 Partitions rectangles into rows and col-

umns of same size squares 

 Partitions circles and rectangles into 

two, three and four equal shares using 

the words halves, thirds and fourths 

 Explains mathematical procedures and 

reasoning both verbally and in writing 

Second Grade Continued... 



 

 

In fourth grade, the study of the number system continues along with multiplication, division 

and fractions.  Problem solving skills are further developed and multi-step problems are in-

troduced. The foundation for algebra continues and the inequality symbols are introduced for 

comparing whole numbers and fractions.    

 

Geometry is expanded with further study of geometric shapes and their properties and stu-

dents measure angles using a protractor.  Adding and subtracting fractions with like denomi-

 Solves multistep word problems using drawing and equations 

 Assesses and explains the reasonableness of answers using mental computation and estima-

tion 

 Identifies all factor pairs for whole numbers within 100 

 Identifies the rule and extends the pattern using numbers, shapes or symbols 

 Generates a number or shape pattern that follows a general rule 

 Read, write, and compare multi-digit whole numbers using >, <, and = symbols 

 Uses place value and properties of operations to perform multi-digit addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division 

 Compares and orders fractions with different numerators and different denominators 

 Adds and subtracts fractions with like denominators 

 Demonstrates understanding of the relationship between decimals and fractions 

 Solves word problems involving distances, intervals of time, liquid volumes, masses of ob-

jects, and money 

 Represents and interprets data from graphs 

 Draws and identifies lines, line segments, rays, angles, and perpendicular and parallel lines 

 Measures angles in whole number degrees using a protractor 

 Recognizes and draws lines of symmetry for a two-dimensional figure 

In fifth grade, study of the number system continues. Patterns are discovered and used to 

make conclusions about number properties. Multi-step verbal problems with fractions are 

solved.  Graphs are explored and the coordinate plane with both the x-axis and y-axis are 

introduced and line plots are produced.  Two dimensional figures and their properties are 

explored. The study of decimals to the thousandths place and rounding is also introduced 

along with estimation.   

 Writes and interprets numerical expressions 

 Analyzes numeric patterns and graphs ordered pairs on a coordinate plane 

 Reads, writes, and compares decimals to the thousandths 

 Uses place value to round decimals to any place 

 Performs operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths 

 Solves multistep problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions 

 Solves multistep problems involving multiplication and division of fractions 

 Converts measurements within a given system 

 Uses line plots to solve addition and subtraction problems involving fractions 

 Demonstrates understanding of volume and volume measurement 

 Relates volume to multiplication and addition 

 Analyzes and graphs points on a coordinate plane to solve real world and mathematical problems 

 Classifies two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties 

 Explains mathematical procedures and reasoning both verbally and in writing 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 
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Our overall aim is to increase our students’ 

success by providing the best instruction possi-

ble to meet your child’s specific needs.  To ac-

complish this goal, we have listed the specific 

science skills required for your child to meet 

New York State Standards. 

 

The skills that we have listed come directly 

from the New York State core curriculum for 

science.  It is our hope that by providing you 

with a detail information regarding what your 

child is expected to know, understand and be 

able to do, that you and your child’s teacher 

can better work together to assure your child’s 

success.  This careful attention to specific areas 

of achievement will also allow us to better de-

termine instructional strategies that can im-

prove your child’s success in meeting the New 

York State Standards in science. 

 

Your child’s teacher will use many methods to 

evaluate progress.  These methods include for-

mal and informal assessments, classroom ob-

servations, homework, class work, laboratory 

activities, and class participation.   

 With support, describes the con-

nection between two ideas or 

pieces of information in a science 

text 

 Uses scientific method and inquiry 

to pose questions, seek answers 

and develop solutions 

 Understands and applies science 

vocabulary 

 Understands physical and life sci-

ence content 

 Safely follows laboratory activi-

ties, procedures, and accurately 

utilizes lab equipment and meas-

uring devices 

 Identifies cause and effect rela-

tionships in the natural world 

 Uses a variety of forms to display 

and interpret scientific data 

Kindergarten 
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 Describes the connection between 

two individuals,  ideas, or pieces 

of information 

 Understands and applies science 

vocabulary 

 Understands physical and life sci-

ence concepts 

 Uses scientific inquiry to pose 

questions, seek answers and de-

velop solutions 

 Understands and applies scientific 

method for science inquiry 

 Safely follows laboratory activi-

ties, procedures, and accurately 

utilizes lab equipment and meas-

uring devices 

 Identifies cause and effect rela-

tionships in the natural world 

 Comprehends and illustrates 

methods of displaying scientific 

data:  flow charts, data tables 

and various graphs 

First Grade 

Science 



 

 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

 Describes the relationship be-

tween scientific ideas or concepts, 

or steps in technical procedures in 

a text 

 Understands physical and life sci-

ence content 

 Uses scientific methods and in-

quiry to pose questions, seek an-

swers and develop solutions 

 Safely follows laboratory activi-

ties, procedures, and accurately 

utilizes lab equipment and meas-

uring devices 

 Identifies cause and effect rela-

tionships in the natural world 

 Comprehends and illustrates 

methods of displaying scientific 

data such as: pyramids, webs, 

flow charts, data tables, and vari-

ous graphs 
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 Describes connection between scien-

tific ideas, concepts or steps in tech-

nical procedures in a text 

 Determines the meaning of words or 

phrases in a text and uses content 

vocabulary when speaking and writ-

ing 

 Understands physical and life sci-

ence content 

 Uses scientific method and inquiry 

to pose questions, seek answers, 

and develop solutions 

 Safely follows laboratory activities, 

procedures, and accurately utilizes 

lab equipment and measuring devic-

es 

 Identifies cause and effect relation-

ships in the natural world 

 Comprehends and illustrates meth-

ods of displaying scientific data:  

flow charts, data tables, and various 

graphs 



 

 

 Explains events, procedures, ideas, or 

concepts in scientific texts 

 Draws evidence from scientific texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and re-
search 

 Determines the meanings of scientific 

words and phrases in a text and uses 
them appropriately 

 Understands physical and life science 

content 

 Uses scientific method and inquiry to 

pose questions, seek answers and de-

velop solutions 

 Safely follows laboratory activities, 

procedures, and accurately utilizes lab 
equipment and measuring devices 

 Identifies cause and effect relation-

ships in the natural world 

 Comprehends and illustrates methods 

of displaying scientific data such as: 

pyramids, webs, flow charts, data ta-
bles, and various graphs 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

 Explains the relationships or interac-

tions between two ideas or concepts 
in scientific texts 

 Draws evidence from scientific texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 Determines the meanings of scien-

tific words and phrases in a text and 
uses them appropriately 

 Understands physical and life sci-

ence content 

 Uses scientific method and inquiry 

to pose questions, seek answers 
and develop solutions 

 Safely follows laboratory activities, 

procedures, and accurately utilizes 
lab equipment and measuring devic-
es 

 Identifies cause and effect relation-

ships in the natural world 

 Comprehends and illustrates meth-

ods of displaying scientific data such 
as: pyramids, webs, flow charts, 
data tables, and various graphs 
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 With support, describes connections 

between two individuals, events or 

ideas in text 

 Describes how people are alike 
and different 

 Understands how community 

wants and needs are met 

 Understands how families cele-
brate important dates and events 

from the past 

 Identifies people who provide 
services in the community 

 Understands and applies social 
studies vocabulary related to 
family and community 

The Grade 1 Social Studies program 

focuses on helping students learn about 

their roles as members of a family and 

school community. Students learn about 

families now and long ago, as they study 

different kinds of families that have existed 

in different societies and communities. 

Students also begin to locate places on 

maps and globes and learn how maps 

serve as representations of physical fea-

tures and objects. Building on the level K 

program, the grade 1 program encourages 

interdisciplinary learning to assist in the 

development of content, concepts and 

skills. 

First Grade 
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Kindergarten 

     The K-5 Social Studies program is de-

signed to help students develop a better 

understanding of themselves and of the 

world in which they live.  

  

     The program at the kindergarten level 

focuses on helping students develop 

awareness of themselves as growing indi-

viduals. Students learn about values, ide-

as, customs and traditions through 

folktales, legends, music and oral histories. 

Students also begin to learn about their 

role as citizens by accepting rights and re-

sponsibilities in the classroom and by 

learning about rules and laws.  

Social Studies 

 Describes connections between two 

individuals, events or ideas in a text 

 Describes how families change over 

time 

 Describes how people work to earn 

money to meet needs and wants 

 Describes how people are consumers 

and producers of goods and services 

 Describes the qualities of good citi-

zenship 

 Demonstrates knowledge of national 

holidays 

 Describes how people make rules to 

maintain order 

 Understands how rules and customs 

change over time 

 Locates places on a community map 

 Utilizes charts, graphs, diagrams and 

timelines for information 

 Understands and applies social stud-

ies vocabulary 



 

 

In the Grade 2 Social Studies program, stu-

dents explore rural, urban and suburban 

communities, concentrating on communities 

in the United States. The student’s own 

community serves as an example for study-

ing about and understanding other commu-

nities. Students continue to learn how to lo-

cate places on maps and globes and how 

different communities are influenced by geo-

graphic and environmental factors. They also 

study about the rights and responsibilities of 

citizenship in their communities. 

In the Grade 3 Social Studies pro-

gram, students study about communities 

throughout the world. They learn about 

the social, political, geographic, economic 

and historic characteristics of different 

world communities to understand the di-

versity of the world’s peoples and cul-

tures. Students also begin to learn about 

historic chronology by placing important 

events on timelines.  

 Describes the relationship between a 

series of historical events, ideas or 
concepts in a text 

 Describes geography, customs, and 

government of the United States and 

other world communities 

 Demonstrates ability to use maps and 

globes to acquire and process infor-
mation about people, places and en-
vironments 

 Analyzes primary and secondary 

source documents, charts, graphs, 

timelines and artifacts for information 

 Understands and applies social stud-

ies vocabulary 

 Utilizes a variety of research strate-

gies to gain historical understanding 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 
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 Describes a connection between a 

series of events in a text 

 Locates places and landforms on a 

map 

 Utilizes charts, graphs, diagrams and 

timelines for information 

 Identifies national holidays and na-

tional symbols 

 Demonstrates understanding of rules 

and laws to govern and protect com-

munity members 

 Defines rights and responsibilities 

 Distinguishes the characteristics of 

suburban, urban and rural regions 

 Describes the role of government in 

citizens’ daily life 

 Demonstrates understanding of how 

scarcity of resources requires people 
to make choices 

 Understands and applies social stud-

ies vocabulary 



 

 

In the Grade 4 Social Studies program, 

students expand their understanding of 

families, schools, and communities to in-

clude a study of the history and govern-

ment of New York State and United States. 

Students study about significant people, 

places, events and issues that influenced 

life at the local, state and national level. 

Students study the following themes and 

events: Native American Indians of New 

York State, the European encounter, the 

colonial and Revolutionary War period, the 

new nation, and the period of industrial 

growth and development of New York 

State. This chronological framework will 

help students to organize information 

about local history and connect it to United 

States history.  

 Explains events, procedures, ideas, 

or concepts in historical texts 

 Draws evidence from historical texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and 
research 

 Demonstrates understanding of ma-

jor events and individuals in the his-
tory of the United States and New 
York State 

 Analyzes primary and secondary 

source documents, charts, graphs, 
timelines and artifacts 

 Demonstrates ability to use maps 

and globes to acquire and process 
information about people, places and 
environments 

 Understands and applies social stud-

ies vocabulary 

 Utilizes a variety of research strate-

gies to gain historical understanding 

The Grade 5 Social Studies program 

stresses geographic, economic, and so-

cial/cultural understandings related to the 

United States, Canada, and nations in Latin 

America today. These perspectives build on 

and reinforce historic and political content 

about the United States included in grade 4 

social studies program. 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

 Explains the relationships/interactions 

between individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical text 

 Draws evidence from historical texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and re-

search 

 Demonstrates understanding of major 

events and individuals in the history of 
the United States, Canada and Latin 
America 

 Analyzes primary and secondary 

source documents, charts, graphs, 

timelines and artifacts 

 Demonstrates ability to use maps and 

globes to acquire and process infor-
mation about people, places and envi-
ronments 

 Understands and applies social studies 

vocabulary 
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Music  
 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill devel-

opment through vocal and instrumental per-

formance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic skill de-

velopment through movement and instrumen-
tal performance 

 Recognizes and responds to various musical 

styles and cultures through class participation 

Art 
 Demonstrates understanding of the sensory 

elements and organizational principles of art 

through completion of a variety of creative 
projects 

 Understands the characteristics of various 

media and the use of materials appropriate to 
Kindergarten 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own art work 

and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art in var-

ious world cultures and historical periods 

Music 

 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill devel-

opment through vocal and instrumental per-

formance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic skill de-

velopment through movement and instru-
mental performance  

 Recognizes and responds to various musical 

styles and cultures through class participation 

Art 

 Demonstrates understanding of the sensory 

elements and organizational principles of art 

through completion of a variety of creative 

projects 

 Understands the characteristics of various 

media and the use of materials appropriate 

to First Grade 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own art 

work and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art in 

various world cultures and historical periods 

Our overall aim is to increase our students’ suc-
cess by providing the best instruction possible to 
meet your child’s specific needs.  Based upon the 
New York State Standards in art and music, this 

report includes descriptors that rate progress in 
three to four broad areas in addition to your 
child’s overall performance and effort.  These cat-
egories include opportunities for children to 
demonstrate knowledge and skill through creation 
of hands-on artistic projects as well as through 
active musical performance. They also include op-

portunities to look, listen, discuss and evaluate 

music and art and to learn about history, culture 
and the other academic areas through the unique 
perspective that music and art offer. 

 
Your child’s teacher will use many methods to 

evaluate progress.  These methods include formal 
and informal assessments, classroom observa-
tions, homework, class work and class participa-
tion.  This careful attention to specific areas of 
achievement will also allow us to better determine 
instructional strategies that can improve your 
child’s success in meeting the New York State 
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Fine Arts 

Kindergarten 

First Grade 



 

 

Art 
 Demonstrates understanding of the 

sensory elements and organizational 

principles of art through completion of 

a variety of creative projects 

 Understands the characteristics of vari-

ous media and the use of materials ap-

propriate to Second Grade 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own 

art work and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art 

in various world cultures and historical 

periods 

Music  
 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill 

development through vocal and instru-

mental performance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic 

skill development through movement 

and instrumental performance 

 Recognizes and responds to various 

musical styles and cultures through 

class participation 

Art 
 Demonstrates understanding of the sensory 

elements and organizational principles of 

art through completion of a variety of crea-
tive projects 

 Understands the characteristics of various 

media and the use of materials appropriate 
to Third Grade 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own art 

work and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art in 

various world cultures and historical periods 

Music  
 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill de-

velopment through vocal and instrumental 

performance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic skill 

development through movement and in-
strumental performance 

 Recognizes and responds to various musical 

styles and cultures through class participa-
tion 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 
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Music  
 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill 

development through vocal and instru-

mental performance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic skill 

development through movement and 
instrumental performance 

 Recognizes and responds to various mu-

sical styles and cultures through class 
participation 

Art 
 Demonstrates understanding of the 

sensory elements and organizational 

principles of art through completion of a 
variety of creative projects 

 Understands the characteristics of vari-

ous media and the use of materials ap-
propriate to Grade Four 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own art 

work and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art 

in various world cultures and historical 
periods 

Music  
 Demonstrates appropriate melodic skill 

development through vocal and instru-

mental performance 

 Demonstrates appropriate rhythmic skill 

development through movement and 
instrumental performance 

 Recognizes and responds to various mu-

sical styles and cultures through class 
participation 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

Art 
 Demonstrates understanding of the sen-

sory elements and organizational princi-

ples of art through completion of a vari-
ety of creative projects 

 Understands the characteristics of vari-

ous media and the use of materials ap-
propriate to Fifth Grade 

 Evaluates and describes his/her own art 

work and the work of others 

 Explores and recognizes the role of art 

in various world cultures and historical 
periods 
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Kindergarten 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper book care 

 Uses illustrations to derive meaning in 

fiction and informational text 

 With prompting and support, can identi-

fy and recall details from texts read 
aloud 

The Common Core State Standards for Eng-

lish & Literacy in the Content Areas are ex-

tended from the classroom into the library.  

While all of the language arts skills are used 

by students when they participate in library 

activities, there are specific skills that are 

emphasized.  The library experience focuses 

on the development of each student’s ability 

to listen, read, speak, write, comprehend 

and access information. 

28 

First Grade 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper care of books and materials 

 Navigates the easy and picture book 

collections 

 Responds to text-based questions using 

details and support 

Second Grade 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper care of books and materials 

 Uses details to explain the differences 

between fiction and informational texts 

 Uses specific story elements to map sto-

ries 

 With prompting and support, uses infor-

mational text to investigate a topic 

Third Grade 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper care of books and materials 

 With prompting and support, uses refer-

ence sources to investigate words and 
topics 

 Identifies and describes various genres 

of text 

Fourth Grade 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper care of books and materials 

 Demonstrates ability to access infor-

mation from a variety of sources 

 Integrates and cites sources used in 

research 

Fifth Grade 
 Follows library rules and demonstrates 

proper care of books and materials 

 Uses call numbers to locate texts and 

materials 

 Integrates and cites information from a 

variety of sources used in research 

 Evaluates the authority of sources 

Library 



 

 

Physical Education 
 Demonstrates the necessary 

knowledge and behaviors to establish 

physical fitness 

 Demonstrates appropriate locomotor 

movements to participate successfully 

in physical activity 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

personal health and safety 

Physical Education 
 Demonstrates the necessary 

knowledge and behaviors to establish 

physical fitness 

 Demonstrates appropriate locomotor 

movements to participate successfully 

in physical activity 

 Demonstrates an understanding of per-

sonal health and safety 

Kindergarten 

First Grade 
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Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of 

rules related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

activities that contribute to personal 

health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

nutrition and how it contributes to 

personal health 

Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of 

rules related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of ac-

tivities that contribute to personal 

health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of nu-

trition and how it contributes to per-

sonal health 

The Physical Educa-

tion and Health Ed-

ucation programs in 

the Hicksville Public 

Schools have been 

developed to ad-

dress the New York 

State standards as 

well as the unique 

needs of all of our 

students. Within the 

classroom, the health 

curriculum is a sub-
set of the science 
curriculum.  The health curriculum is also 
reviewed by the Physical Education teachers 

as it has lessons specifically designed to 
provide opportunities for your child to learn 
about every aspect of developing a healthy 

lifestyle. They will learn why personal well-
ness is essential to a successful school expe-
rience, while participating in activities that 
will allow them to grow and develop as an 
individual and as a  
member of the school and community. 
 

Our teachers begin with the philosophy that 
a successful student needs to be able to un-
derstand and appreciate the concepts of a 
sound “Mind, Body, & Spirit.”  Lessons in-

clude certain aspects to present information, 
ideas, and activities that challenge the stu-

dent and raise his or her behaviors or level 
of performance. Each student must gain not 
only content information, but also behaviors 
for a healthy lifestyle.   
 

The teachers create many opportunities to 
assess the progress of their students. They 
incorporate methods to evaluate individual 
student’s ability, especially as each student 

demonstrates his or her skill and under-
standing in practice or other applications. 
This report card is a valuable tool for the 
communication we believe is essential to the 
student and parents/guardians. 



 

 

Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of 

rules related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

activities that contribute to personal 

health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

nutrition and how it contributes to 

personal health 

Physical Education 

 Demonstrates the necessary 

knowledge, skills and behaviors to 

establish and improve physical fit-

ness 

 Demonstrates appropriate locomo-

tor movements and sequences to 

participate successfully in physical 

activities 

 Demonstrates an understanding of 

personal health and safety as it per-

tains to wellness 

 Demonstrates appropriate sport-

specific skills necessary to control 

objects used in activities (e.g. 

throw, kick, catch, bat, etc.) 
Physical Education 
 Demonstrates the necessary knowledge, 

skills and behaviors to establish and im-

prove physical fitness 

 Demonstrates an understanding of per-

sonal health and safety as it pertains to 
wellness 

 Demonstrates appropriate sport-specific 

skills necessary to control objects used in 

activities (e.g. throw, kick, catch, bat, 

etc.) 

Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of rules 

related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of activi-

ties that contribute to personal health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of nutri-

tion and how it contributes to personal 
health 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 
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Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of rules 

related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of activi-

ties that contribute to personal health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of nutri-

tion and how it contributes to personal 
health 

Physical Education 
 Demonstrates competency in the neces-

sary knowledge, skills and behaviors to 

establish and improve physical fitness 

 Demonstrates an appreciation and un-

derstanding of personal health and safety 
as it pertains to wellness 

 Demonstrates competency in appropriate 

sport-specific skills necessary to control 
objects used in activities (e.g. throw, 

kick, catch, bat, etc.) 

 Demonstrates competency with regard to 

skills of cooperation and collaboration, as 
well as fairness, sportsmanship, and re-

spect of others 

Fourth Grade Fifth Grade 

Physical Education 
 Demonstrates competency in the neces-

sary knowledge, skills and behaviors to 

establish and improve physical fitness 

 Demonstrates an appreciation and un-

derstanding of personal health and safety 
as it pertains to wellness 

 Demonstrates competency in appropriate 

sport-specific skills necessary to control 
objects used in activities (e.g. throw, 

kick, catch, bat, etc.) 

 Demonstrates competency with regard to 

skills of cooperation and collaboration, as 
well as fairness, sportsmanship, and re-

spect of others 
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Health & Wellness 
 Demonstrates an understanding of rules 

related to personal safety 

 Demonstrates an understanding of activi-

ties that contribute to personal health 

 Demonstrates an understanding of nutri-

tion and how it contributes to personal 
health 



 

 

From time to time students may need 

additional support in order to meet with 

academic success.  Academic interven-

tion service (AIS) is offered in the areas 

of reading, English language arts and 

mathematics through AIS.  The reading 

and academic intervention services ad-

dress areas of student development that 

are highly specific within the designated 

content area.  Therefore, progress re-

ports contain subsets of skills that lead 

toward the achievement of learning 

standards outlined in the report card.   

 

Your child’s classroom teacher and/or 

support teacher will be happy to explain 

the specific skills you will see on the pro-

gress report and will highlight those 

skills that are targeted for your child’s 

academic growth. 
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English language learners participate in 

English as a Second Language designed 

to help non-native speakers be literate 

participants in school and society.  As 

students progress, they become more 

comfortable with English as it is demon-

strated through reading comprehension, 

spoken fluency and effective writing. 

Each year, ESL students participate in 

the New York State English as a Second 

Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 

to evaluate annual progress toward 

achieving English proficiency.  Student 

progress in the ESL class is reported in a 

separate report card.    



 

 

The RISE program is provided to quali-

fied high-achieving students providing 

authentic opportunities for engagement 

in complex ideas through investigation, 

research and reflective inquiry.  Stu-

dents develop a deeper understanding of 

the grade level content while developing 

21st Century skills.  Digital age literacy, 

inventive thinking, effective communica-

tion, and problem solving guide the pro-

gram as students progress toward effec-

tive communication and collaboration, 

critical thinking and problem solving, 

creativity and innovation, and use of in-

formation and digital literacy.  Students 

in the RISE program receive a separate 

progress report identifying progress in 

these areas as exhibited in the RISE pro-

gram.    

In third grade students may begin the 

study of a string instrument and partici-

pate in chorus.  Starting in fourth grade, 

students may study a band instrument. 

Progress in the study of instrumental 

music is reported in a separate report 

card.    
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How can I learn more about the report card? 
 

Parents should contact their child’s teacher if they have any questions about their child’s 

progress or performance indicators on the report card. 
 

How frequently will report cards be distributed? 
 

The timeline for receiving report cards follows a trimester time-line.  The standards based 

report card will be distributed three times a year.  Each marking period is approximately 

13 weeks long.  The dates of distribution of elementary report cards is indicated on the 

district calendar. 
 

Will there be Parent-Teacher conferences? 
 

Teachers will meet with parents during the scheduled fall parent-teacher conference.  Of 

course, if parents have concerns, they can contact their child’s teacher and need not wait 

until designated times for Parent-Teacher conferences. 
 

How will teachers calculate each student’s average performance? 

Teachers will use a variety of measures to determine performance levels, including criteri-

on-referenced tests, rubrics, class work, homework, tests, and participation in class.  

These same measures will be used to show progress when additional interventions have 

taken place.   Criterion-referenced tests and quizzes are traditionally scored using a per-

centage that represents the percent of correct responses.  These grades are converted to 

a 1,2,3 or 4 equivalent using a consistent criteria for measuring proficiency or  mastery of 

learned objectives. 
 

Will teachers still “give” numerical grades? 
 

Teachers will use a variety of methods to provide feedback to students.  Some teachers 

will still give students numerical or letter grades on some of the work students complete.   

Teachers will also use pre-determined scoring guides to measure student performance.  In 

addition, teachers and students will review performance rubrics before beginning certain 

tasks, especially projects. 
 

How frequently will report cards be distributed? 
 

Report cards will be distributed three times a year.  There will be parent conferences on 

the Early Dismissal Days in the fall. 
 

Are students with disabilities (SWD) held to “grade-level” standards on the Re-

port Card? 
 

Yes.  The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

federal legislation require each state, school district, and school to hold ALL students to 

grade-level standards.  IDEA also dictates that students with disabilities must be taught 

the grade-level curriculum. 
 

How will students receiving special education services be graded? 
 

Each special education student receives a standards based report card  that reflects his or 

her progress toward meeting each of the Common Core Learning Standards and NYS 

learning objectives.  Additionally, and in compliance with the law, documentation of pro-

gress specific to IEP goals and objectives will be reported to parents on IEP progress re-

ports each trimester. 
 

How will parents receive the Report Cards? 
 

Teachers will complete paper Report Cards which will be sent to parents/guardians in a 

manila envelope.  Parents/Guardians will keep the Report Card and sign the manila enve-

lope at the appropriate line and return ONLY the manila envelope to the teacher. 

Frequently Asked Questions 
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Appendix A 

 

Samples of: 

 Kindergarten—Fifth Grade Standards Based Report Cards  

 Elementary Reading Progress Report 

 Elementary Academic Intervention Services Progress Report  

 Elementary ESL Progress Report  

 Elementary RISE Progress Report 

 Elementary Instrumental Music Progress Report 
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